
 

What is the Season of Advent? 

Advent is roughly 4 week season before Christmas when we commemorate the 
first coming of Christ and anticipate His second coming. 

Since Advent looks forward to Christ's birth and Incarnation, it is an appropriate 

way to begin the Church Year. However, Advent is not part of the Christmas 
season itself, but a preparation for it. Thus, Catholics try not to sing Christmas 

hymns, or use Christmas readings, in Mass until 25 December, the first day of 
the Christmas season. 

The season of Advent is somewhat penitential, similar to Lent, although not so 

explicit and emphatic. The character of worship during Advent is more solemn, 
quiet, and less festive than during other times of the year. In the Catholic 

Church, for example, the Gloria in Excelsis is not used. The use of violet during 
this season reflects the general themes of Advent: penitence (generally 

expressed more in terms of expectant hope) and royalty. Some prominent feasts fall within the Season of Advent, 

including the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and the Feasts of St 
Nicholas, St Lucy and St John of the Cross. 

Secular culture celebrates the day of Christmas, but takes it outside of the context of Advent and Christmast ide. 
However, Christmas is not meant to be an isolated day, but a festival of the Incarnation in the midst of the Church 
year. Christmas is only properly understood after having the preparation provided by Advent. In the midst of the 

secular excesses leading up to Christmas, Advent provides a welcome solace and an opportunity to continually re-
orient ourselves to God's will as we expectantly wait with patriarchs, prophets, and kings for the true meaning of 

Christmas: the Incarnation of God the Son  
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WEEK COMMENCING 10 DECEMBER 2017 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR B 

ADVENT DATES & EVENTS: see separate sheet and keep for close reference as to  

what is happening and where across the Scarborough churches. 

Children 
can colour  

in these 

candles 

Some Symbols of Advent 

Advent wreath with its 4 candles 

Liturgical colour(s): Violet or dark blue (optional Rose for 

3rd Sunday) 

Advent Calendars: A door is opened each day leading to Christmas. 

The Jesse Tree (The Jesus Tree): on it we place symbols of 
the ancestors of Christ: Adam, the Ark, Mary, Shepherd, 
Joseph etc. 

Some of the Great Saints of the Advent Season who we keep 
company with: 

St Nicholas (6 Dec); St John the Baptist;  

Our Lady (8 Dec: Immaculate Conception); 

St Lucy (13 Dec); Prophet Isaiah; St Joseph (the quiet man) 

St John of the Cross (14 Dec) 

 



 
 

MASS TIMES FOR WEEK COMMENCING 10 DECEMBER 2017: SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Saturday  9 4pm St Edward’s Vigil  

Sunday 10 9.30am 

10am 

11.30am 

5pm 

St Peter’s (Polish)  

St Joseph’s   

St Peter’s 

St Peter’s 

see printed copy for Mass intentions 

Monday 11 4pm St Edward’s St Damasus  

Tuesday 12 9.30am 

6.30pm 

St Joseph’s Our Lady of Guadalupe  

St Peter’s   

 

Wednesday 13 9.30am St Peter’s  St Lucy    

Thursday 14 9.30am 
4pm 

St Joseph’s  St John of the Cross  

St Edward’s   
 

Friday 15 9.30am St Peter’s      

Saturday 16 9.30am St Peter’s     

SYRO-MALABAR MASS: normally 4th Sunday of the month at 4pm at St Edward’s Church. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays St Edward’s 3.15 - 345pm 

Sundays St Joseph’s 9.15 - 9.45am  
Saturdays St Peter’s 10 - 10.30am  
RECONCILIATION SERVICE: 6-7pm Wednesday 20 

December at St Peter’s Church, with visiting priests. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT  

Tuesday St Joseph’s 8.30 – 9.30am 

Thursday St Edward’s 4.30 – 5pm 
Saturday St Peter’s 10 – 10.30am 
 

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH (Divine Office) 15 minutes before morning Mass: St Peter’s - Saturdays; St Joseph’s - daily  

REGULAR PARISH GROUPS (more info from parish office) 

FATIMA ROSARY St Peter’s: 9am Fridays; St Joseph’s: Thursdays after Mass 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS Fridays after Mass (St Peter’s) 

SACRED HEART Devotion Fridays after Mass (St Peter’s) 

OUR LADY of Perpetual Help devotion 3rd Wed. monthly (St Peter’s after Mass) 

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS Tuesdays 12.30pm (St Peter’s Parish Centre upper room)  

DIVINE MERCY Devotion Fridays at 2.45pm (St Peter’s) 

LEGION OF MARY Saturdays 10.30am (St Peter’s Parish Centre) 

LIFE ASCENDING prayer group: 2nd Thursday monthly 10am (St Joseph’s bungalow) 

EMMAUS Scripture sharing fortnightly 2pm Thursday afternoons (St Edward’s)  

SVP (St Vincent De Paul Society) 7.30pm first Monday of month (St Peter’s Parish Centre)  

UCM (Union of Catholic Mothers) 1.30pm (winter), 7pm (summer) third 

Tuesday monthly (St Peter’s Parish Centre) 

PARENTS & TODDLERS Term time weekly Mondays 9.30am (St Joseph’s Bungalow).  

YOUTH  CLUB 6.30-8pm Fridays at St Augustine’s School during term time  

CRAFT GROUPS: St Peter's - last Tuesday of month; St Joseph's – 

normally 2-4pm fortnightly (bungalow). 

BARROWCLIFF CHURCHES TOGETHER LUNCH 12pm to 1pm 

every 4th Tuesday of the month at Wreyfield Methodist Church 

OUR LADY’S PRAYER GROUP 1st Thursday of the month 2pm to 4pm 

(St Joseph’s Bungalow)  

YOUTH CLUB Fridays, term-time weekly from 6.30-8pm at St 
Augustine's. For children in Years 5,6,7 & 8. £1 subs. Lots of 

activities. See posters for more info. 

BOOKINGS of Parish communal areas should be made through the Parish office 

MASS ATTENDANCE 
St Edward’s Vigil:  96 
St Joseph’s 10am:   196 
St Peter’s 11.30am:  133 
St Peter’s 5pm:  46 
Total (inc. 57 children): 471 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Edward’s 6.30pm: £224 
St Joseph’s 10am: £237 
St Peter’s 11.30 & 5pm: £420 
Gift Aid envelopes total £543 
Standing orders (weekly av.): £524 
Total:  £1,948 

NOTICES FOR VISITORS 
TOILETS St Peter’s: in the Parish Centre 
(across the car park); St Joseph’s & St 
Edward’s in the church building. 
ST PETER’S CHURCH IS OPEN at certain 
times during the week. Call in and say a 
prayer. CCTV is in operation. Do sign our 
VISITORS BOOK IN THE PORCH 

300 CLUB WINNERS 

See printed copy 

MASSES RECEIVED: see printed copy  

ANNIVERSARIES: see printed copy  

CHEQUES for offerings, donations, Mass Intentions, or Parish events payable to St Peter’s Church please 

RECENT DEAD: see printed copy  
 



FIRST CONFESSION & FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION 
2018 begins in January. Any year 4 child in a non-Catholic school wishing 
to be prepared, get in touch with Fr Gubbins ASAP. 26 children so far. 

BLESSING OF ICONS & IMAGES Sunday 10 December following the 10am 
Mass at St Joseph’s, for Icons from the Iconography group. Images in the Church 
will also be blessed and you are invited to bring along Holy Images from home.  

ICONOGRAPHY GROUP final sessions is Thursday 14 December  
2-4pm, and resume again in 2018 (dates to be confirmed).   

UCM CHRISTMAS LUNCH 12 for 12.30pm on Tuesday 12 
December at the Mount Hotel (near the Grand Hotel).    

ST AUGUSTINE'S CHRISTMAS CONCERT 7pm on Wednesday  
13 December at Westborough Methodist Church. Featuring school Junior, 
Senior and Male Voice Choirs, Orchestra, Junior Jazz and SAJO - special guests 
St Peter's School Orchestra. An evening of outstanding performances. Tickets 
available from the school or on the door, £5 for adults, £4 for Children. 

DIVINE MERCY PRAYER GROUP will take a break from Friday 
15 December, resuming Friday 5 January. 

LEGION OF MARY  Christmas Party after Mass Saturday 16 December. 

BLESSING OF CRIBS/BABY JESUS at all Masses next weekend 16/17 
December. You are invited to bring your crib or Infant Jesus  to be blessed.  

CAROL SINGING with Churches Together In Scarborough: celebrate the true 
message of Christmas by joining in carol singing outside St Andrew's United 
Reform Church on Ramshill Road, 1.30-3pm Saturday 16 December. (wrap up) 

CHRISTMAS DRAW after Mass on Sunday 17 December in St Peter’s Parish 
Centre. Last chance to win £100, £50 or £25 cash prizes. Get your tickets £5 a book 

CAROL SINGING BY STAXTON SINGERS 7.30pm on Monday 18 
December at St Joseph’s Church. Tickets £5. Speak to Fr Albert.  

ST AUGUSTINE’S SCHOOL LITURGY:  Tuesday 19 December 7pm at St 
Peter’s Church. Theme: The O Antiphons. Make it a date in your diary. 

CONFESSIONS  FOR CHRISTMAS  Wednesday 20 December  6pm 
-7pm  at St Peter’s Church, with visiting priests. 

MISSING from the Parish Centre Resources Room - a CaFe DVD course, 
Knowing God even Better. Have you borrowed it, or do you know who has? 

MINISTERS’ ROTAS FOR ST PETER’S for 2018 will be available from 24 
December. If your name is on the rota and you are unable to continue your 
ministry, please contact the parish office.  

2ND COLLECTION for the Rainbow Centre raised a huge £857. Well done! 
2018 DIOCESAN YEAR BOOKS on sale now £1.  

SICK & HOUSEBOUND If you wish to see a priest during Advent get in 
touch via telephone or Eucharistic Minister.  

RETIRING COLLECTION FOR FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS  
for our Churches  will be held at all Masses next Sunday 17 December. 

REMEMBERING THE HITS CD One of our parishioners, a 6th Form 
Student has recorded a CD which is on sale in our churches, £5. The hits 
are from the Musicals. Could be a great stocking filler. All proceeds go 
to the Alzheimer’s Society. 

PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD at back of all churches: an opportunity to 
extend your Christmas greetings to our church family and friends. Donations 
for Madonna House gratefully received. Place your donation in an envelope 
and in the collection bag or in the box on the wall in St Peter’s porch. 

3 WAYS TO PUT CHRIST BACK INTO CHRISTMAS: 
1) Send only religious Christmas cards  
2) Ask for religious Christmas stamps at the Post Office 
3) Display your family crib in the front window 
  

THE NATIVITY STORY 
DVD showing and discussion of the 2006 
film (1 hr 41 mins): Friday 20 December 
after Mass and Stations of the Cross in St 
Peter’s Parish Centre. This film by director 
Catherine Hardwicke brings the precious 
biblical story to life as Mary and Joseph 
make their way from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem in obedience to the 
government edict, and to fulfil the ancient 
prophecy of a Messiah to be born in the City 
of David. An honest telling of the biblical 
accounts in Matthew and Luke, this film 
does not shy away from the importance 
and meaning of Jesus’ birth, or from Jesus’ 
identity as both human and divine, as it  
explores the very 
real human struggles 
that Mary and 
Joseph would have 
experienced as they 
journey not only 
cross country, but in 
discernment of God’s 
will, growing in love, 
trust and faith in God 
and each other.  

SEASONAL FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
will present a 

Seasonal Floral Arrangement 
Demonstration during a Fun 
Festive Concert at Scarborough 
Library on Thursday 14 Dec. at  
12:30pm. Christmas Door Wreaths also 
on sale. Admission by Donation. The 
photograph above is an example of one of 
the various styles of Christmas Wreaths 
available to buy. 

CHILDREN’S MOBILE PHONE 
CHRISTMAS CONTEST 

Look up the Gospel readings for Jesus’ birth 
(Matthew 1:18-2:12 or Luke 2:1-20). 
Choose a favourite passage from one of them 
and write it as a text message. Submissions 
will be printed in the newsletter nearer to 
Christmas (max 30 words or icons) 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH DURING  
ADVENT FROM THE DIVINE 
OFFICE: St Peter’s: Saturdays 9.15am, 
Sundays 11am and 4.30pm; St Joseph’s: 
Sundays 9.30am, Tuesday & Thursdays 
9.15am; St Edward’s: Saturdays 3.30pm 
CHRISTMAS NOVENA at St Joseph’s 
begins 11.30am Saturday 16 December,  
then daily on week days at 11.30am & 
Sundays at 9.45am  

FAMILY BLESSING OF A CHRISTMAS MANGER OR NATIVITY SCENE:  
All make the sign of the cross   
Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord.  All: Who made heaven and earth. 
Leader reads a text of sacred Scripture (suitable examples: Luke 2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 7:10 (lines 10-15). 
Leader: The Word of the Lord.  All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Leader: God of every nation and people, from the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your love: when our need 
for a Saviour was great you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary. To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice,  mercy, and 
love. Lord, bless all who look upon this manger; may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus, 
and raise our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Saviour of all, and who lives and reigns forever and ever. All: Amen. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/Luke2:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah7:10


 

  
 

 

 

   

  

   
   

 

   
 
 
 

 

 

 

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 
Today is Bible Sunday. This year’s theme is Welcome the Word. 
The Holy Bible is unmatched in 
importance for learning about God, his 
plans for us, and how he has worked 
through human history for our salvation. 
Here are 3 essential points to help you 
understand the Bible:  

1. God is the principal author of 
Sacred Scripture. If there is only 
one thing you remember, let it be this 
point! God chose to reveal certain 
truths for the sake of our salvation. This 
message is the set of revealed truths which we call the deposit of faith or 
Divine Revelation. The Bible is primarily concerned with telling us these 
truths, which are without error. God himself made sure of that.  

2. God made use of specific people to write the Bible. God did not 
“dictate” the Bible word for word. He made use of specific people in time, 
from Old Testament to New Testament times: Moses, the Prophets, the 
Evangelists, the Apostles and, of course, His Son, Jesus. Some texts were 
either written soon after being divinely received, and some were passed on 
in by oral tradition and written down at a much later date.  

3. We should work carefully to determine accurately the truths 
asserted by the Sacred Authors. Despite human limitations, the Holy 
Spirit guided each author to write in a way that was natural to him. This 
made it possible for the people of those times and cultures to understand, 
while passing on to future generations for all time, God’s absolute and 
transcendent message. Language and culture changes over time, and the 
imperfections of human language and knowledge can sometimes veil 
our understanding of what God wants to tell us. It is important to know 
this if we are not to risk serious misunderstanding of the texts. 

UNLOCKING THE ORIGINAL MEANING 

First, learn to understand exactly what the inspired authors meant when they 
wrote their words. This is essential. If you don’t understand what the sacred 
author was saying to people in his own cultural context, in terms as they 
were used at the time, you won’t be able to clearly see what God is saying 
through him. A good Catholic commentary will help explain any relevant 
language, concepts and cultural references. But don’t worry! Many 
passages are quite easy to grasp.  
EMBRACE THE WORD OF GOD 

The whole point of reading and understanding the Bible is to encounter 
God, understand the Revelation he has given us, and to grow in faith. So 
once you’ve read a passage of Scripture and understand what the author is 
saying…take that next step - listen to God! Scripture is a living thing, meant 
for people in all times & places. God speaks through it now just as much as 
He did when it was written. To help our faith grow as we read Scripture, the 
Church gives us three important points:  

1. Be especially attentive ‘to the content and unity of the whole 
Scripture. It all fits together, so don’t just look at parts in isolation.  

2. Read the Bible within “the living Tradition of the whole Church”, 
since the Holy Spirit guides the Church in interpreting Scripture. 
Especially helpful is seeing how the Saints, Popes, and Church councils 
have commented on Scripture.  

3. Pay attention to the coherence of the truths of faith among 
themselves and within the whole plan of Revelation” Like point #1, 
above, the entire deposit of faith forms a wonderful unity – Church 
teaching sheds light on Scripture, and Scripture on Church teaching. 

Some feel intimidated when they start to read Scripture. But not you! Now 
you have a solid foundation for understanding the Bible. So start reading! 

Access the full 73 books of the Catholic Bible online at 
www.catholic.org/bible/books_bible.ph 

GIVING MACHINE 
Fundraising has never been so easy. 
The Giving Machine is a simple but 
powerful idea: Giving is made free and easy 
 You buy something at an online shop via 

TheGivingMachine 
 Your purchase automatically generates a 

sales commission ** 
 The Giving Machine turns the commission 

you’ve generated into a charitable donation 
and passes it on to your chosen cause. 

** commission on your purchase is 
generated anyway, but is normally given to 
a marketing company. Wouldn’t you rather 
it benefit a charitable cause? To register go 
to www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and 
please select Scarborough Catholic 
Parishes as your chosen cause. 

THE RAINBOW CENTRE provides 
year-round support to the homeless and 
disadvantaged of Scarborough and beyond. 
Winter is an especially difficult time for 
many. You can help by placing donations of 
non-perishable food and other daily living 
essentials in the boxes at back of Church 
(ensuring a long ‘use by’ date).  

REFLECTION 
Christmas Lights remind us of one star. 
Ever notice how much light is associated 
with Christmas? Tree lights, Candlelight, 
fire-light, starlight, even fireworks. 
Candles in December. In Genesis creation 
begins with God’s command “Let there be 
light”. The prophecies of the Messiah speak 
of light: “The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light!”. Jesus is 
referred to as the “Light” - the “ true light 
that enlightens everyone” who “was 
coming into the world”.  

SUNDAY SMILE: Q. What do you give a dog 
for Christmas? A. A mobile bone. 
 

DO YOU SUPPORT CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS and the right of Catholics to 
send their children to them? Then we 
need you to make your voice heard. The 
Government is making a critical decision 
on whether to overturn the admissions 
cap which prevents Catholic schools 
from allowing all Catholic pupils to 
attend. They have acknowledged that 
this policy discriminates against 
Catholics and promised to abandon it. 
Now we need you to tell them not to  
u-turn on their promise to Catholics. Visit 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap 
or search for ‘Catholic Education’ in your 
search engine to write to the Government and 
urge them to drop their policy which bans 
new Catholics schools.  

“My people perish from a lack of 
knowledge”         Hosea 4-6 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/
http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap

