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               Michelangelo's Pietà 

Michelangelo's Pietà is the famous sculpture housed in St 

Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican City which depicts the tragic 

moment of the sorrowful Virgin Mary cradling her Son, 

Jesus, after taking his body down from the cross (Pietà 

means pity in Italian). Since its creation in 1499, it has been 

a source of inspiration and faith for many.  

Historical facts: 

 It was commissioned by French cardinal Jean de Billheres, for 

his own funeral, and was later relocated to St Peter’s Basilica. 

 Michelangelo's exact job description for the project was to 

create “the most beautiful work of marble in Rome, one that 

no living artist could better”.  

 The Pietà is unique among Michelangelo's sculptures, 

as it was the only one he ever signed. According to 16th 

century Art Historian Giorgio Vasari, he did so after hearing that visitors thought it had 

been sculpted by a competitor. Michelangelo later regretted this act of vanity and resolved never 

to sign another piece of his work.  

 The piece made Michelangelo famous when he was only 24 - a remarkable achievement. 

 Michelangelo carved it from a single slab of marble (specifically, Italian Carrara marble) 

 The Pietà was brutally attacked by an unemployed geologist, Lazlo Toth, from Hungary in 

1972. He leapt over the railings and attacked the Pietà with a hammer, knocking off Mary's left 

arm, the tip of her nose, and damaging her cheek and left eye. The work was seamlessly restored. 

 During its diligent restoration, workers discovered a secret signature hidden in the folds of 

Mary's left hand: a subtle ‘M’ believed to stand for Michelangelo. 

 Make a virtual vist at: www.vatican.va/various/basiliche/san_pietro/vr_tour/Media/VR/St_Peter_Pieta/ 

Artistic Facts and Interpretation: 

 Michelangelo married Renaissance ideals of classical beauty with the naturalistic style 

favoured by some.   

 The representation known as Pietà was first developed in Germany (where it is called the 

"Vesperbild") around the 1300s, and reached Italy about 1400 AD. Many German and Polish 

15th century examples in wood greatly emphasise Christ's wounds.  
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WEEK COMMENCING 20 AUGUST 2017 

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Divine Office: Week 4 

 
 

 

 

You have come into this church where God lives. Whoever you are, He welcomes you. Welcome Him too! 

Pietà by  

Michelangelo  

Buonarroti 

1498-99 



 

MASSES RECEIVED: See printed copy 

ANNIVERSARIES: See printed copy  

RECENT DEAD:  See printed copy 

REQUIEM MASS of Pat (Josephine) North of Brierley 

Hill, West Midlands: 11am on Wesnesday  

30 August at St Peter’s Church. 

REQUIEM MASS of Joan Betty Rose of South Avenue, 

Scalby: 10.15am Tuesday 29 August at St Joseph’s. 

GIFT AID ENVELOPES are available in the pews. If 

you are a visitor please consider Gift Aiding your 

collection offering by filling in the necessary details. 

For every £1 given, we can claim back an extra 25p 

from the Inland Revenue.  

GOING AWAY IN THE UK OR IRELAND? Find the 

nearest Church and Mass online by visiting 

www.CatholicDirectory.org. THERE’S AN APP for that 

available for both Android and iphone. 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES FOR WEEK COMMENCING 20 AUGUST 2017: TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Saturday  19 6.30pm St Edward’s Vigil See printed copy for Mass intentions 

Sunday 20 9.30am 

10am 

11.30am 

5pm 

St Peter’s (Polish) 

St Joseph’s  

St Peter’s 

St Peter’s 

 

Monday 21 6.30pm St Edward’s  St Pius X/Our Lady of Knock  

Tuesday 22 9.30am 

6.30pm 

St Joseph’s  Queenship of Our Lady  

St Peter’s   

 

Wednesday 23 9.30am St Peter's  St Rose of Lima   

Thursday 24 9.30am 

6.30pm 

St Joseph’s St Bartholomew, Apostle  

St Edward’s 

 

Friday 25 9.30am St Peter’s St Louis/St Joseph Calasanz   

Saturday 26 9.30am St Peter’s    

SYRO-MALABAR MASS: normally 4th Sunday of the month at 4pm at St Edward’s Church. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

(CONFESSION) 

Saturdays St Edward’s 5.45 - 6.15pm 

Sundays St Joseph’s 9.15 - 9.45am  

Saturdays St Peter’s 10 - 10.30am  

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED 

SACRAMENT & BENEDICTION 

Tuesday St Joseph’s 8.30-9.30am 

Thursday St Edward’s 5.30-6.30pm 

Saturday St Peter’s 10 - 10.30am 

MORNING PRAYER 15 minutes before morning Mass: St Peter’s - Saturdays; St Joseph’s - daily  

MASS ATTENDANCE 
St Edward’s Vigil:  111 
St Joseph’s 10am:  222 
St Peter’s 11.30am:  125 
St Peter’s 5pm:  60 
Total (inc. 70 children): 518 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 
St Edward’s 6.30pm: £200 
St Joseph’s 10am: £314 
St Peter’s 11.30 & 5pm: £336 
Gift Aid envelopes total £429 
Standing orders (weekly av.): £524 
Total:  £1,803 

NOTICES FOR VISITORS 

TOILETS St Peter’s: in the Parish Centre 

(across the car park); St Joseph’s & St 

Edward’s in the church building. 

ST PETER’S CHURCH IS OPEN at 

certain times during the week. Drop in and say 

a prayer. CCTV is in operation. Do sign our 

VISITORS BOOK 

300 CLUB WINNERS 

See printed copy 



CATECHISTS NEEDED to help with preparation of the Sacrament of Confirmation beginning in 

September. We will liaise with St Augustine’s School, but some preparation will take place outside of the 

school, hence we will need some adult helpers. See Fr Gubbins if you can help. We will then plan our 

programme and dates together. The date for the celebration of the Sacrament has not yet been set. 

UCM PILGRIMAGE TO YORK is on Wednesday 30 August: Meet at St Wilfred’s Church, 

High Petergate, York YO1 7EN at 12 noon for Mass, followed by a visit to the St Margaret Clitheroe 

House. For more info please ring the parish office. 

INSPIRATIONAL DAY FOR LAY MINISTERS OF THE WORD & HOLY COMMUNION: 

Saturday 9 September at 9.30am at the Spa, Scarborough (ends 3pm approx). Cost of £25 will be 

met by the parish, and includes refreshments and hot buffet lunch. Please confirm attendance with the 

parish office on 360358 (not at home please). Deadline THIS WEDNESDAY 23 August.  

RACE NIGHT (parish fundraiser event): 6.30pm Friday 15 September at St Edward’s Hall. Would 

you be an ‘owner’ or a ‘jockey’ for the night? Contact the parish office or see one of our reps after Mass 

at St Edward’s and St Peter’s after 5pm Mass this week (they will be at St Joseph’s next weeks). 

WINE & CHEESE EVENING AT ST GEORGE’S CHURCH Saturday 16 September. Tickets on sale 

next weekend as we support our neighbouring Parish of St George’s. Tickets from St George’s Church. 

SPONSORED EVENT One of our Parishioners is climbing Mt Kilimanjaro in September and is 

looking for sponsors. Proceeds to renovations at St Peter’s. Sponsor forms at back of all churches. 

ST EDWARD’S CHURCH will be decorated inside and out, in the near-future. More details to 

follow. Cost will be around £3,000. 

LOURDES WATER BOTTLES Small glass bottles filled with Lourdes water are available by the piety 

stall at St Peter’s. Please take free of charge to the sick and housebound or to anyone else who would benefit. 

NEWSLETTER Would you like a copy sent to you weekly by email? Sign up by emailing us at the 

email address at the top of this newsletter. 

APF MISSION BOX VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR needed for St Joseph’s. Please contact the parish 

office if you can help. 

  

RCIA: JOURNEY IN FAITH Anyone interested in becoming a Catholic or wanting to know more, get 

in touch with one of the priests. 7 Enquirers so far. A Course of Instruction to commence in a few weeks.  

PILGRIMAGE TO NATIONAL 

SHRINE OF PADRE PIO from 

Scarborough Sunday 24 September 

(Feast Day 23 September). The Shrine 

is located in Pantasaph, North Wales. 

Calling also at Holywell, associated  

with St Winnifred. Suggested donation £10 (children 

free). Departs 7am: back in Scarborough 8.30pm 

approx (3½ hour journey). Names on list please  

(26 names so far).  

St Padre Pio was an Italian priest known for his 

great piety and charity, and for the gift of the 

stigmata. Supernatural occurrences began to be 

attributed to him by his visitors. He died on 23 

September 1968. His funeral was attended by over 

100,000 people. Pope John Paul II recognized Padre 

Pio as a saint on 16 June 2002. 

Visit of National Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Our Lady  
of Fatima &  
Relics of St  
Jacinta &  
St Francisco  

To Middlesbrough 
Cathedral 

Pilgrimage from Scarborough:  
Wednesday 13 September 
Departing 4pm Welcome of statue 
6pm followed by Evening Prayer and 
Benediction. If there  is enough interest 
we will hire a coach. Add your name to 
the list if you would like to go.  

The relics are in the diocese from  
9-15 September at Hull, York and 
Middlesbrough. See posters in Church 
porches for a full programme of events 
of the Visit. 



 Michelangelo's Pietà (continued) 

 The structure resembles a pyramid: the vertex coincides with Mary's head, and widens 

progressively down the flowing drapery of her robes to the base, the rock of Golgotha. 

 Mary's robes hide a creative compromise: her head is a bit too small for her very large body. 

When designing Mary's measurements, Michelangelo could not impose realistic 

proportions and have her cradle her adult son as he envisioned. So, he had to make her (the 

statue's support) oversized. To play down this poetic license on her form, Michelangelo carved 

out sheets of gentle draping garments, camouflaging Mary's true fullness.   

 The Crucifixion marks on Jesus are limited to small nail marks and an indication of the wound in 

His side. The face of Jesus in this sculpture does not show any signs of his suffering. Rather than 

depicting death, Michelangelo’s intention was to shows the serene face and vision of abandonment 

in Jesus, representing a deep communion between man and God through Christ’s sanctification. 

 The sculpture has been criticized for Michelangelo's youthful, serene depiction of Mary, rather than 

the older, sorrowing Mary of most Pietàs. Michelangelo responded by saying, “Do you not know 

that chaste women stay fresh much more than those who are not chaste? How much more in the case 

of the Virgin, who had never experienced the least carnal desire that might change her body?” 

 As she holds Jesus' lifeless body on her lap, the Virgin Mary's face emanates sweetness, 

serenity and a majestic acceptance of this immense sorrow, combined with her faith in the 

Redeemer. Mary’s outstretched left hand beckons us to share with her, the profound grief 

caused by the death of her son. 

 As we contemplate the Pieta which conveys peace and tranquility, we can feel that the great 

sufferings of life and its pain can be mitigated. 
  

MACKENZIE  

OUTDOOR CATERING 
Tel: 01723 506641 
Mobile 07766 004756 

 

We cater for all your buffet needs 
Hot or cold 

For any occasion 
 

Ring Annmarie for further information 
 

SUNDAY SMILE: On a 

Fence: "Salesmen welcome! 

Dog food is expensive!" 
 

ST PETER’S SANCTUARY RENOVATION FUND RAISING 
Take out an advert in the Parish Newsletter: It goes to approx. 400 
homes each week. Get in touch with the Parish Office. Suggested 
minimum donation: £20 for 2 weekends. Do Gift Aid if you 
qualify. Scan and email your business card or send in suitable 
wording. CONDITIONS of advertising: Size of Advert: 6 x 4 cm; 
Max No. of words: 35; Black & white only. NOTE: you must ensure 
that the no activity of the business advertised is contrary to the 
teachings of the Catholic Church nor could cause offence. 

“May God be gracious to us 
and bless us and make His 

face shine on us – so that your 
ways may be known on earth, 

your salvation among all 
nations”  Psalm 67:1-2 

DID YOU KNOW: In England in 
Medieval times, 5th-16th centuries, 
it was compulsory to go to church, 
but the churches had no seats. After 
a while a few seats were affixed to 
the wall for those who were elderly 
or otherwise could not stand for the 
whole time: hence the origin of the 
saying ‘the weakest go to the wall’. 


