
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
If you were asked the significance of the January 1, you would probably say that it is New 

Year’s Day – a day of resolutions (or possibly a hangover). But the biggest significance for 

Catholics is that the Church honours Mary as Mother of God, and this day is a Solemnity.  

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, is the oldest feast of Mary celebrated in the 

Catholic Church. 

A Solemnity is a liturgical celebration that differs from other feast days and memorials 

in that it is the highest degree of celebration, and is reserved for the most important 

Mysteries of the Faith. Solemnities include Easter, Pentecost, the Immaculate 

Conception, the main titles of Jesus, and Saints that are of particular importance in 

Salvation History. Some (but not all) are Holy Days of Obligation.  

The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, is celebrated on the Octave of Christmas. Octave 

comes from the Latin word for ‘eight’, and is the name for the ancient Church practice of celebrating Christmas for eight days. 

The Tradition dates back to the Old Testament, when the Hebrew people observed many of their feasts for a period of eight 

days. For example, the “Feast of Tabernacles” and the “Dedication of the Temple.” In the past, several feasts were celebrated 

with octaves; since Vatican Council II, only Easter and Christmas have octaves. The Church granted Octaves so that families 

could more fully take in the importance of these liturgical feasts (although traditionally the Christmas season ends with the 

Baptism of Jesus, celebrated on 8 January this year). 

Mother of God, or in Greek, Theotokos, is the highest title ever to be given to Mary. She was given this title during the 

Council of Ephesus in 431 AD. Countering the errors of Nestorius, the Council taught that Jesus is both fully human and 

fully divine; that His humanity and divinity could not be separated; and therefore Mary rightly deserved the title Mother of 

God. Mary brought Jesus into the world, and so she truly is God’s mother, since Jesus is the second person of the Trinity.  

Mary not only is Mother of God but she also is truly your mother. When she said yes to Gabriel at the Annunciation, she 

said yes to being Jesus’ mother, and at that same moment gave her yes to becoming our spiritual mother. The Catechism of 

the Catholic Church teaches that Mary is our mother in the order of grace; that is to say, Mary’s role as our mother began 

at the Annunciation: she cooperated by her obedience, faith, hope, and charity in our Saviour’s work, and continues to 

cooperate for all Eternity (see CCC 968, 969). Because she loves her Son so very much, she loves us tenderly as members 

of his Mystical Body. The Church invokes Mary under the titles: Advocate, Helper, Benefactress, and Mediatrix.". 

Pope Paul VI wrote. "This celebration... is meant to commemorate the part played by Mary in this Mystery of Salvation... 

It is a fitting occasion for renewing adoration to the new-born Prince of Peace, for listening once more to the glad tidings 

of the angels (cf. Lk 2:14), and for imploring from God, through Mary, the Queen of Peace, the supreme gift of peace". 
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SCARBOROUGH CATHOLIC PARISHES 

Divine Office: Week 4  

Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers 

 

WEEK COMMENCING 24 DECEMBER 2017 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT – YEAR B 

 Divine Office: Week 1  

 

 

WEEK COMMENCING 31 DECEMBER 2017 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY – YEAR B 

 

Bhliain nua sásta 
  

bliadhna mhath ùr 
Bonne Année 

Szczęśliwego Nowego Roku 

Puthuvalsara Ashamsakal 
Blwyddyn newydd dda 

Bliadhna mhath ùr 
 

Frohes Neues Jahr 
 

 

Felice Anno Nuovo 

Manigong Bagong Taon Feliç Any Nou   Feliz Año Nuevo  

 

Canon Eddie Gubbins and Fr Albert Schembri  
wish you a happy and blessed New Year 201 8 

http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/christmas/newyear_ga.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/polish/christmas_pl.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/welsh/hppyxmas_cy.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/christmas/newyear_ga.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/catalan/christmas_ca.mp3


 

  

MASS TIMES FOR WEEK COMMENCING 31 DECEMBER 2017: FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

Saturday  30 4pm St Edward’s Vigil  

Sunday 31 9.30am 

10am 

11.30am 

5pm 

St Peter’s (Polish)  

St Joseph’s   

St Peter’s 

 

See printed copy for Mass Intentions 

Monday: New Year’s Day  1 11.30am St Peter’s MARY MOTHER OF GOD 

 (World Day for Peace) 
 

Tuesday 2 9.30am 

6.30pm 

St Joseph’s Ss Basil & Gregory  

St Peter’s 

 

Wednesday 3 9.30am St Peter’s Holy Name of Jesus     

Thursday 4 9.30am 

4pm 

St Joseph’s 

St Edward’s    

 

Friday 5 9.30am St Peter’s       

Saturday:  6 9.30am St Peter’s   

SYRO-MALABAR MASS: normally 4th Sunday of the month at 4pm at St Edward’s Church. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  

Saturdays St Edward’s 3.15 – 3.45pm 

Sundays St Joseph’s 9.15 - 9.45am  

Saturdays St Peter’s 10 - 10.30am  

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: 

Sunday St Peter’s 4 – 5pm 

Monday St Peter’s 10.30 – 11.30am 

Tuesday St Joseph’s 8.30 – 9.30am 

Thursday St Edward’s 4.30 – 5pm 

Saturday St Peter’s 10 – 10.30am 

REGULAR PARISH GROUPS (more info from parish office) 

FATIMA ROSARY St Peter’s: 9am Fridays; St Joseph’s: Thursdays after Mass 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS Fridays after Mass (St Peter’s) 

SACRED HEART Devotion Fridays after Mass (St Peter’s) 

OUR LADY of Perpetual Help devotion 3rd Wed. monthly (St Peter’s after Mass) 

MOTHERS’ PRAYERS Tuesdays 12.30pm (St Peter’s Parish Centre upper room)  

DIVINE MERCY Devotion Fridays at 2.45pm (St Peter’s) 

LEGION OF MARY Saturdays 10.30am (St Peter’s Parish Centre) 

LIFE ASCENDING prayer group: 2nd Thursday monthly 10am (St Joseph’s bungalow) 

EMMAUS Scripture sharing fortnightly 2pm Thursday afternoons (St Edward’s)  

SVP (St Vincent De Paul Society) 7.30pm first Monday of month (St Peter’s Parish Centre)  

UCM (Union of Catholic Mothers) 1.30pm (winter), 7pm (summer) third 

Tuesday monthly (St Peter’s Parish Centre) 

PARENTS & TODDLERS Term time weekly Mondays 9.30am (St Joseph’s Bungalow).  

YOUTH  CLUB 6.30-8pm Fridays at St Augustine’s School during term time  

CRAFT GROUPS: St Peter's - last Tuesday of month; St Joseph's – 

normally 2-4pm fortnightly (bungalow). 

BARROWCLIFF CHURCHES TOGETHER LUNCH 12pm to 1pm 

every 4th Tuesday of the month at Wreyfield Methodist Church 

OUR LADY’S PRAYER GROUP 1st Thursday of the month 2pm to 4pm 

(St Joseph’s Bungalow)  

YOUTH CLUB Fridays, term-time weekly from 6.30-8pm at St 

Augustine's. For children in Years 5,6,7 & 8. £1 subs. Lots of 

activities. See posters for more info. 

BOOKINGS of Parish communal areas should be made through the Parish office 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION 23/24 DEC 
St Edward’s 6.30pm: £157 
St Joseph’s 10am: £169 
St Peter’s 11.30 & 5pm: £179 
Gift Aid envelopes total £823 
Standing orders (weekly av.): £524 
Total:  £1,852 

NOTICES FOR VISITORS 
TOILETS St Peter’s: in the Parish Centre 
(across the car park); St Joseph’s & St 
Edward’s in the church building. 
ST PETER’S CHURCH IS OPEN at certain 
times during the week. Call in and say a 
prayer. CCTV is in operation. Do sign our 
VISITORS BOOK IN THE PORCH 

MASS ATTENDANCE (inc. children) 
Saturday/Sunday Mass: 
St Edward’s Vigil 4pm 91 
St Joseph’s 10am 118 
St Peter’s 11.30am 74 
Total 283 
Christmas Eve:  
St Peter’s 5pm 429 
St Joseph’s 8pm 201 
St Peter’s 12 midnight 109 
Christmas Day:  
St Edward’s 8.30am 64 
St Joseph’s 10am 129 
St Peter’s 11am 144 
Total 1076 
 

300 CLUB WINNERS 

See printed copy 

MASSES RECEIVED: see printed copy  

 

RECENTLY DEAD:  
ANNIVERSARIES:  
See printed copy  

CHEQUES for offerings, donations, Mass Intentions, or Parish events payable to St Peter’s Church please 



BLESSING OF HOLY WATER at Masses next Sunday. Take some of the Holy 

Water to your homes and sprinkle, invoking God’s protection for the New Year. 

BLESSING OF BABIES at St Peter’s at the 11.30am Mass on Sunday 7 

January. We welcome back the families who have had their babies or children 

Baptised during 2017. There will be a special blessing and renewal of Baptismal 

Promises for the parents, Godparents and families (photos will be taken). This is 

the closest Sunday to the Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord (8 January).  

1ST CONFESSION & 1ST  HOLY COMMUNION PREPARATION 2018 
begins in January. Any year 4 child in a non-Catholic school wishing to be 

prepared, get in touch with Fr Gubbins ASAP. 27 children eligible. 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION  will be celebrated Thursday 10 

May 2018. Names please of those wishing to be confirmed in years 8 and 

upwards. Any adult who may have missed out also get in touch after Christmas. 

HOLY SPIRIT SEMINARS REUNION for all who completed the recent 

series of talks, 10.30am after Mass on Friday 12 January in St Peter’s 

Parish Centre. Please join us for a tea/coffee, cake and chat. 

ECUMENICAL SONGS OF PRAISE at South Cliff Methodist Church, 

Ramshill, 6pm on Sunday 14 January. Though there are different traditions, 

we share many gifts in common, not least of which is meeting to praise God 

joyfully in song. Please come along! 

PARENT & TODLER GROUP resumes on Monday 15 January. 

ST PETER’S 2018 READERS ROTAS available at back of the churches 

for both Sunday Masses. Readers' contact details displayed in the Sacristy. 

NOTE it is your responsibility to find alternative cover. 

2018 DIOCESAN YEAR BOOKS on sale now £1. Lots of useful information 

and telephone numbers of parishes and schools across the diocese. 

PARKING NEAR ST JOSEPH’S We have received a complaint from a 

neighbouring resident that Church attendees are blocking their drive and are 

mounting the grass verge, causing damage to the turf. You are asked to take 

great care when parking.  

2018 PARISH CALENDARS with photos on sale: £2. Proceeds to St 

Peter’s Sanctuary Restoration Fund. Add your name to list to we can 

know how many to print. 55 Printed so far. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS at back of church - please take any belonging to you.  

CONGRATULATIONS to staff and pupils of St Peter’s Primary School, who 

topped the league tables for best performing primary school in Scarborough, with 

85% of pupils meeting expected standards, and well above average results in 

reading and maths. St Peter’s also scored well above the national average. 

BISHOP TERENCE DRAINEY has had a fall and will be having an operation on 

his knee and he will be recuperating for up to 4 months. Please keep him in your prayers. 

In the meantime, Mgr Gerard Robinson will stand in for him as Vicar General.  

 

 

  

provides year-round support to the 
homeless and disadvantaged of 
Scarborough and beyond. Winter is 
an especially difficult time for many. 
You can help by placing donations of 
non-perishable food and other daily 
living essentials in the boxes at back 
of Church (please ensure items have 
a long ‘use by’ date).  

ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH CHOIR 
is looking for new singers (women 
AND men) to swell the ‘angelic 
chorus’.  PLEASE come and give it a 
go.  An ability to read music, while 
helpful, is certainly not essential as ‘on 
the job’ training is given as we prepare 
our repertoire.  More important is the 
willingness to have a go and come along 
to rehearsals.  Presently, rehearsals are 
held on Saturday mornings, 10 - 11am, 
but we are willing to consider 
alternatives if necessary.  Please speak 
with Martin Richardson if you are 
interested.  Thank you. 
 

ADDITIONAL HOLY HOURS 
In addition to the normal times 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will take place: 
¶Sunday (New Year’s Eve) St Peter’s  

4 – 5pm 
¶Monday (New Year’s Day) St 

Peter’s 10.30 – 11.30am 
In thanksgiving for the blessings of 
2017 and in preparation for 2018. 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 
Saturday 6 January: Join us at the 
4pm Vigil Mass on where we will 
distribute in the Narthex after Mass 
the spiritual ‘gifts’ of the Wise Men, 
the ‘C+M+B’ home blessings for 
2018, together with an Epiphany 
prayer, all of which will have been 
blessed during Mass. 
Sunday 7 January: We invite the 
children at the 10am and 11.30am 
Masses to dress up as kings and 
princesses, to reflect the Magi. They 
will be in the entrance procession. 
 

A FAREWELL PRAYER & A NEW YEAR RESOLUTION: Cease to 
do evil. Learn to do good. Search for justice. Help the oppressed, the poor, 
the starving, the elderly, the lonely, the imprisoned. Be just to the orphan, the 
unmarried mother, the mentally and physically disabled, plead for the 
widow, the refugee and the immigrant. Go in peace, and  continue to serve 
the Lord and his people this new calendar year 2018. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE: 2018 DIOCESAN EVENTS 

RCIA Retreat Day: Saturday 10 February 

Rite of Election: Sunday 18 February (Cathedral) 

Chrism Mass: Tuesday 27 March 

Lourdes Pilgrimage: Friday 25 May-Friday 1 June 

Ministers’ Commissioning Day: Saturday 28 April 

Ministers’ Inspirational Day: Saturday 20 October 

Walsingham Pilgrimage: 27-28 October (provisional) 

Eucharistic Congress, Liverpool: 7-9 September 



NEW YEAR TRADITIONS 
Whatever corner of the world one lives in, New Year is a fresh start, new 

hopes and dreams. New Year traditions take many 

forms. All over Britain there are parties and fireworks, 

singing and dancing, and as the clock strikes midnight, 

people all over the UK cross their arms and sing Auld 

Lang Syne. This is an old Scottish poem about 

friendship of times gone by. 

HOGMANY:  Scotland's New Year is known as Hogmanay, which dates 

back to the celebration of the Winter Solstice, when straw is set alight. Straw 

symbolises the old year which is burned to make room for the new. 

FIRST FOOTING: another Scottish tradition, is supposed to bring good 

luck to people for the coming year The tall dark-haired person carries a piece 

of coal (symbolising warmth), bread (symbolising enough to eat), and 

money and greenery (symbol of long life). 

CALENNIG: is the Welsh tradition of New Year gift giving. A 

Calennig is an apple with three twig legs stuck with dried fruit, 

cloves and evergreens. Placing it on the window sill will bring 

good luck. 

FIRE FESTIVAL: Whiskey barrels filled with burning tar are balanced on 

the heads of carriers called ‘guisers’ and paraded around the town. This is a 

strong tradition in Northumberland and in the Stonehaven, North Aberdeen. 

Also there is a big event in Flamborough, south of Filey. 

SUPERSTITION: In Yorkshire people say three times 'Black Rabbit' in the 

closing seconds of the old year, then say three times 'White Rabbit' as the 

first utterance of the new year, to bring good luck. Germans pour molten lead 

into cold water and the shape that is taken after predicts the future. 

CHURCH BELLS: Ringing of the bells is also a world-

wide tradition.   

EATING 12 GRAPES is a Spanish New Year tradition the 

clock strikes twelve - one grape for each chime of the hour. 

LENTILS, SAUSAGE AND GRAPES: A menu consisting of lentils 

(symbol of wealth as they resemble coins) and cotechino (a large spiced pork 

sausage: pork symbolising richness of life), and finished off with grapes, 

symbolising frugality with your wealth (only someone with willpower can 

save the grapes from spring harvest until New Year). 

JUMPING OFF CHAIRS: In Denmark people stand on chairs and jump 

off as the clock strikes midnight, literally leaping into the new year.  

 

SUNDAY SMILE: Did you hear about the man who swallowed 

Christmas decorations..... he was suffering with  tinselitis.... 

NOTE OF THANKS 

FROM THE PRIESTS 

 

WORLD DAY OF PEACE 1 January 2018: The theme for 
Pope Francis' annual World Day of Peace message for 2018 is: 
“Migrants and Refugees: Men and Women in Search of Peace.” 

In his 2018 Message for the World Day of Peace, Pope Francis 
urges us to turn a "contemplative gaze" toward our migrant and 
refugee brothers and sisters and to respond to their plight with four 
"mileposts for action."  

BRINGING CHRISTMAS WITH US  

The Song of the Angels: When the song of 

the angels is stilled. When the star in the sky 

is gone. When the kings and princes are 

home. When the shepherds are back with 

their flocks. Then the work of Christmas 

begins: To find the lost. To heal the broken. 

To feed the hungry. To rebuild the nations. 

To bring peace among people. To make 

music in the heart. 

5 GOOD NEW YEAR'S 

RESOLUTIONS FOR CATHOLICS 
1. Be more like Jesus 

We are called to follow Christ's 
examples, all of which are clearly outlined 
in the Bible. 

2. Read the Bible 
Understanding the Word of God is an 
important part of living Christ-like lives. 
The Holy Scriptures are alive, meaning 
they can move in and through you in a 
powerful way 

3. Be generous  
This is not limited to money. Remember, 
when we offer to help people or listen to 
their worries, we are being generous, and 
imitating Christ. 

4. Learn to listen 
Listening and patience go hand-in-hand. 
Learning to listen can make a world of 
difference both to you and the person you 
are talking to. The art of listening is not 
limited to other people. God speaks to us 
every day, but we must have 'ears to listen'? 

5. Educate yourself 
This is not limited to formal education. 
Delve deeper in The Holy Scriptures. Or 
simply do a little online research to 
better understand what is happening 
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  w h y .  
Understanding the world, even its 
horrors, can help you understand what 
you need to pray for, and for some it can 
open the door to a ministry you didn't 
even know you were meant to enter. 

REFLECTION “Jesus is the reason for 
the season!” Everyone has a place at the 
crib, the rich, the poor, the oppressors, and 
their victims; people of peace, people of war. 
The lost, the stray; the prostitute and the 
prodigal - The child looks for them. Mary 
welcomed the shepherds and the Magi, 
unexpected and unknown people. Before 
the crib let us bow low in reverence to the 
most humble Lord.  Come, let us adore him. 

javascript:showDisclaimer('http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace.index.html',253);

