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FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION - THURSDAY 6 AUGUST 
The Transfiguration of Jesus has been an important subject in Christian art, especially in the iconography of the Eastern Church, which 
had changed little over the centuries. There, the Feast of the Transfiguration has been celebrated since at least the 6th century and is 
one of the 12 Great Feasts of Eastern Orthodoxy. In the Western Church, the Feast was not celebrated universally, or on a consistent 
date, until 1475. Raphael’s Transfiguration is considered the most important Western painting of the subject. It was Raphael’s 
last painting (Raffaello Sanzio da Urbino 1483-1520), commissioned by Cardinal Giulio de Medici, later Pope Clement VII (1523–1534) 
as an altarpiece for Narbonne Cathedral in France. The painting now hangs Pinacoteca Vaticana art museum in Vatican City.  

 

 

2 AUGUST 2026: EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME: YEAR A  DIVINE OFFICE: Week 2. 

 

               St Peter’s                           
               St Joseph’s 

The figures in the top half of the image are arranged in a 
circle, emphasised by the luminous cloud. The figures in 
the lower half are in relative darkness, and are arranged 
roughly in a square. The circle is used in Christian art to 
symbolise God, representing totality, wholeness, 
perfection, eternity. This circle of light is further testimony 
of the divine nature of this event. The square in Christian 
art represents all things earthly, as it is related to the number 
4 (eg. four corners of the earth).  

There were 8 on the mountain but only 6 
were visible. The event of the 
Transfiguration of Christ was a 
theophany (visible manifestation of 
God). Jesus is shown ‘floating’ above the 
ground, surrounded by illuminated 
clouds and shrouded in white (the light 
of Resurrection). His appearance has 
changed. He emanates uncreated, divine 
light, revealing true His identity: God 
the Son. Scripture describes the cloud’s 
descent as overshadowing (Greek: 
episkiazein), which is the same word used 
to describe the Holy Spirit overshadowing 
the Virgin Mary at the Annunciation. The 
luminous cloud is therefore a 
manifestation of God the Holy Spirit. 
Scripture also tells us that a voice speaks 
from the cloud: “This is my Son, the 
Beloved love; with him I am well 
pleased. Listen to him!” (Matthew 
17:5). This is God the Father. All 3 
Persons of the Holy Trinity are 
present and manifest in the event of 
the Transfiguration. 

Unusual in iconography of The Transfiguration, Rafael’s image is divided into 2 halves which 
combine two biblical passages recorded consecutively in all three Synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew 17:1-20; Mark 9:2-29; & Luke 9:28-42). The top half illustrates the story of the 
Transfiguration of Christ on a mountain (Mt Tabor, according to St Jerome) where disciples 
Peter, James and John look on as Jesus speaks with Moses and Elijah. The story in the bottom 
half, Jesus heals a demon possessed boy, is picked up at the point where the crowds petition 
Jesus after the Apostles failed to cure a boy from his demonic possession.  

The mountain plays an important part 
in divine revelation, linking Moses and 
Elijah who are miraculously present by 
Christ’s side. Moses holds the Tablet of 
the Law he received from God on Mt 
Sinai. Elijah, who represents all 
prophets, was told to ascend Mt 
Horeb where he heard the voice of 
God. Old Testament laws and 
prophecies all point toward Jesus 
Christ, who is sovereign over and is the 
fulfilment of both. 
 

The top half of the image is in 2 zones 
of 3 figures. The figures of Christ and 
the prophets, in the upper zone are 
stately, static and calm – a heavenly 
state, while in the lower zone the 
disciples sprawl and writhe in awe & 
fright. 

Note the faces of the 3 disciples. 
Peter faces the vision - he was the 
only one to speak, first to confess faith 
in Christ, first witness after the Christ’s 
Resurrection, and whose mission it 
was to sustain Christ’s Church; James 
faces the ground - his witness was 
short, as he was the first Apostle 
die for Christ; John faces away as he 
has no need to see the vision as he is a 
theologian, and contemplates the 
mystery of Christ.  

The two halves of the image are both united (by the gestures of the figures 
below), and contrasted (figures above are ‘illuminated’ by faith, while 
chaotic figures below are in the ‘shadow’ of lack of faith). The remaining 9 
disciples to the left are in shadow, indicating the lack of faith that prevented them 
from casting out the demons. The pleading father on the right is brighter, 
showing his faith, as is the possessed boy, as even demons believe in God. 
The brightest figure is the central kneeling woman pointing at the boy - she is 
an allegorical figure of Faith itself. The image as a whole, expresses Christ’s 
Revelation of Himself as deliverer of mankind from the power of the devil. 

THE FEAST OF THE DEDICATION OF THE BASILICA OF ST MARY MAJOR (Santa Maria 
Maggiore) is celebrated 5 August. It is one of the Church’s four major basilicas in Rome. It stands as one 
of the four major patriarchal basilicas, alongside St John Lateran, St Peter, and St Paul Outside the Walls. 
It was first named the Liberian Basilica when it was founded in the 4th century during the pontificate of 
Pope Liberius. After Mary was named Theotokos (“God-bearer,” or “Mother of God”) at the Council of 
Ephesus in 431, it was dedicated to her under the name “Santa Maria Maggiore.” It is regarded as the oldest 
and first Marian sanctuary and the mothership of all Marian shrines. This Basilica houses the Marian Icon 
Salus Populi Romani (Protectress of the Roman people) and a relic of the Holy Crib of the infant, Jesus.  

Image: Façade of Basilica di Santa Maria Maggiore by NikonZ7II licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 

40 International license 
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WELCOME TO ALL VISITORS TO OUR CHURCH THIS WEEKEND 

MASS TIMES - WEEK COMMENCING 2 AUGUST 2026 – YEAR A. ORDINARY TIME: 18TH SUNDAY 

Masses at St Peter’s Church are also LIVE STREAMED via YouTube: https://youtube.com/@stpeterschurchscarborough 

Saturday 1 5.30pm St Edward’s     

Sunday 2 9.30am 

9.30am 

11.30am 

St Joseph’s   

St Peter’s (Polish)   

St Peter’s   

 

Monday  3 10am St Joseph’s  St Oswald   

Tuesday 4 5.30pm St Edward’s St John Vianney   

Wednesday 5 10am St Peter’s Dedication of Basilica of St Mary Major   

Thursday 6 10am St Joseph’s TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD   

Friday 7  10am  St Peter’s St Cajetan / St Sixtus / Bld. Nicholas Postgate   

Saturday 8 10am St Peter’s  St Dominic   

MASS IN THE SYRO-MALABAR RITE celebrated monthly 9.30am on 4th Sunday of month at St Edward’s Church. 

CONFESSION TIMES Sat: 10.30am-11am at St Peter’s & 5-5.20pm at St Edward’s; Sun:  9-9.20am at St Joseph’s; & by request 

ADORATION OF BLESSED SACRAMENT weekdays 9.30-10am at St Peter’s, 1 hour before Mass at St Joseph’s, 

5pm St Edward’s CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (Children only) St Peter’s & St Joseph’s Sundays 

weekly, except during summer holidays; AUGUST PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER that in large 

cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths 

to build community. DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Fridays before Mass. LEGION OF MARY Saturdays 11am in St 

Peter’s Parish Centre; STATIONS / SACRED HEART DEVOTION Fridays after Mass, alternating weekly 

RECENTLY DEAD James Murphy; ANNIV’S: Bill Murray, Pat Aveyard, Brenda Lightfood, Fr Tom O’Connell, Canon 
James Dolan; MASS ATTENDANCE: Vigil: St Edward’s 76; Sunday: St Joseph’s 118; St Peter’s 226, Polish 55 
(est); Total 475; OFFERINGS: Loose Plate: £712; Gift Aid Envelopes: £332; Av. Standing Orders: £1,030 (av.); 
Contactless £168; Polish: £30; Total £2,272. Thank you. 300 CLUB WINNERS: £25 No.47; £10 No.78 

ONLINE GIVING You can donate online at https://donate.mydona.com/scarborough-parishes or use 
the QR code (right) or by making a direct payment from your account: Parish bank account details: Barclays 
Bank Account No: 50003417, Sort Code: 20-56-90, Account name: Diocese of Middlesbrough. If you 
wish to Gift Aid your offerings, please sign a Gift Aid Form). Also, a CONTACTLESS MACHINE is 
in place in all our three churches near the entrance. Choose headings very carefully when using. 

 

SUMMER FAYRE Indian food served by a professional chef and by the Kerala community: This Sunday 2 Aug after 11.30am 

Mass in St Peter’s Church car park. Food £10 adult, £5 child. Tombola, cake & toy stalls, ice cream etc. Raffle prizes 1st=£100, 

2nd=£50, 3rd=25. Tickets still available: Book £5, single ticket £1.  Raffle to be drawn at the end of August. Payments can be made 

for Raffle Tickets and general Summer Fayre payments – please make sure you select the correct heading – there is one for each.  

ST PETER’S CAR PARK to be closed this Sun 2 August for the Summer Fayre. Use St Peter’s Old School Car Park Auborough Street 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY will not take place at St Peter’s and St Joseph’s during August. However, there is a worksheet for 

the children to take each Sunday – collect them at back with the newsletter.  

FATHER KIERAN from Madonna House, who says Monday morning Mass, will be on holiday for three weeks during August. 

68TH ANNUAL ASSUMPTION PILGRIMAGE to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Grace, Osmotherley: Sunday 16 

August. Rosary 2.30pm. Mass 3pm. A joint pilgrimage for the Middlesbrough and Leeds Dioceses. Dress suitably. Bring packed 

lunch and a seat/blanket as seats are limited. It is about half a mile up the hill. Shuttle from the car park for the elderly & disabled 

FR ALBERT’S SILVER JUBILEE MASS OF THANKSGIVING 6pm on Tues 18 August at the Church of Our Lady & 

St Peter, Victoria Road., Bridlington YO15 2AT. Everyone is very welcome to attend. Refreshments in the parish hall after Mass 

INSPIRATION DAY for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion & Ministers of the Word: Sat 19 Sept at The Spa, 

Scarborough. Registration 9.20am; ends 3pm approx after Mass. New Ministers of both ministries will be commissioned at this 

event also. All Ministers do their best to attend, especially new Ministers. The cost of £40 pp. will be covered by the parish, and 

includes refreshments and lunch. Add your name to list at back of church. Deadline for names Sunday 23 August.  

PARISH INTERNATIONAL MUSIC, SONG & TALENT EVENING: Friday 25 Sept 7pm at Westborough Methodist 

Church. Are you a singer, musician, dancer, poetry reader, comedian or other entertainer? We are looking for volunteers from choirs, 

groups and soloists to represent our different communities within our diverse parish, old and young alike. Let’s gather together and 

make this a great event. Volunteers also needed to help organise.  

SOME CUSHIONS are provided in each church for those with bad backs. Collect from the back of church 

OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE A Private Members' Bill has been reintroduced seeking to legalise assisted suicide - Terminally 

Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill. There will be a crucial vote on Fri 11 Sept. Contact your MP to make your voice heard to oppose this Bill. 

The charity Right to Life UK has a simple online mechanism to do this – go to righttolife.org.uk/r67c Also, detailed information 

leaflets on the issue and help contacting MPs are available from SPUC. This is a hugely important issue. Do give this much thought. 

SUNDAY SMILE: My friend Tony asked me not to say his name backwards. I said “Ynot?” 
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