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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO FOR 6TH WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS & THE ELDERLY 
Pope Leo XIV's message for the 2026 World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly centres on the theme, I will never forget you (Isaiah 
49:15). He calls for a revolution of care, urging communities to end the isolation of the elderly, and asking seniors to offer their prayers for 
world peace. The theme is a message of hope designed to comfort those suffering from loneliness or the feeling of being forgotten. 

Dear brothers and sisters, Through the prophet Isaiah, the Lord promises that he will never forget any of us. He 
assures us that he has engraved our faces on the palms of his hands (cf. Is 49:16) and that his love is greater than 
a mother’s love for her child (cf. Is 49:15). The prophet gives us a glimpse of an intimate and intense dialogue in 
which God addresses, in familiar terms, each person individually and the people as a whole. Even today, we can 
read these words as referring to each of us, and everyone can hear that “I will never forget you” spoken directly 
to them. These are words that fill us with comfort and hope. They are the answer to an agonizing feeling that 
troubles the heart: “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me” (Is 49:14). How often in Sacred 
Scripture, especially in the Psalms, does prayer spring from the despair of those who feel that their lives are of no 
interest to anyone and are being neglected! The painful feeling of being forgotten is, unfortunately, shared by 
many people, and among them are quite a few elderly people. 
God’s love, which forgets no one, offers itself as an act of justice and a response to the anonymity in which human 
life all too often ends up lost. The lives of many elderly people, in particular, seem to be covered by a veil that 

blurs the features of their faces and shrouds them in oblivion. This is what happens in homes where loneliness reigns and also in those care 
facilities where each person’s uniqueness risks being reduced to a bed number or an illness. 
The celebration of the World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly is an opportunity to rediscover that the Church is called to be a 
mother to all and that at any age it is always possible to recognize ourselves as sons and daughters of God. May this day, therefore, be 
an inspiration for everyone, especially the young, to revive the beautiful custom of visiting their grandparents, the elderly members of the 
family and even those who have no one to visit them. Bring them, through this message and your presence, the closeness and affection of the 
Pope. Ensure that the words of the prophet, “But I will never forget you,” take the form of a tender and affectionate encounter. “In an era that 
favours speed and fragmentation, the human person still yearns to receive care and recognition from attentive minds, kind words and hands 
capable of tenderness. The digital culture multiplies connections and offers new opportunities for interaction; yet, the human heart retains an 
irrevocable need for genuine closeness” (Encyclical Letter, Magnifica Humanitas, 239). The Church understands the suffering of her elderly 
members; she knows full well that they are all too often viewed through the lens of stereotypes and considered a burden; she is aware that a 
profit-driven economy weakens family ties; she knows that many elderly people are left behind by children who are forced to migrate or, in 
some cases, to fight in wars. For each of these reasons, she joyfully proclaims the Lord’s promise: “But I will never forget you!” 
It is a joy, at any age, but especially when we are no longer young, to discover, as John Paul I said, that we are the recipients “of undying love on 
the part of God. We know: he has always his eyes open on us, even when it seems to be dark. He is our father; even more he is our mother” 
(Angelus, 10 September 1978). Even if it does not come naturally to think this way, the truth is that even in old age we do not cease to be sons and 
daughters; therefore, the invitation to return to the arms of God, whose love is both paternal and maternal, remains worthwhile at any age. 
For many, the discovery of God’s tenderness takes place over the course of their lives, sometimes even in its final stages. Indeed, unlike in 
the past, it is increasingly common to reach old age without having had a genuine experience of faith. In such cases, old age — beginning 
with the questions that arise with greater urgency during this season of life — can become the right time to begin or resume a spiritual life. 
On this new journey, one can recognize that God, as Saint Augustine says, “is a mother because he cherishes, because he nourishes, because 
he nurses, because he protects” (Commentary on Psalm 27, II, 18). It is an awareness that helps us not to feel ashamed of the fragility that 
emerges and also to understand that we are always in need of one another and in need of attention and care. To God, who draws near to us 
and whom we learn to recognize in his tenderness, we can now turn with filial trust in prayer. It is never too late to begin turning to him. It 
can be a great gift for everyone. 
Dear elderly men and women, Pope Francis spoke of you as a “new people” (Catechesis, 23 February 2022), since the number of older 
adults has never been so large in human history. It is, therefore, more important than ever to reflect with you, this “new people,” on what our 
vocation might be when fragility — the human person’s companion from birth — seems to take over. I would like to say to you: do not be 
afraid of fragility! It is precisely this weakness that holds within itself a new potential that also illuminates the other stages of life. Indeed, 
when “we acknowledge our fragility, our hearts become open to supporting one another and to invoking the One who can grant what no 
human power can ensure: the profound reconciliation of hearts and, with it, true peace” (Meeting with the Algerian community, Basilica of 
Our Lady of Africa, Algiers, 13 April 2026). 
This is how we can live out our old age as Christians: “fragile” yet at the same time “called.” A man and a woman can, in fact, be born anew 
in old age (cf. Jn 3:4-6) and exclaim, with the prophet: “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and in trust shall be your 
strength” (Is 30:15). This strength can become an invitation not to resort to the ways of arrogance and power to ensure human coexistence, 
but to the ways of reconciliation and true peace. In this time, so harshly marked by the violence of war and social unrest, many wonder what 
the world in which their grandchildren will grow up will be like. I urge you, dear friends, to join me in praying earnestly that peace may soon 
come to the whole world. 
Dear elderly brothers and sisters, I thank you for supporting me every day with your prayers, especially when you recite the Holy Rosary. 
I return this gratitude from the bottom of my heart and leave you with this prayer: may the Lord always renew us in faith, hope and love — 
He who never forgets us!  
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MASS TIMES - WEEK COMMENCING 26 JULY 2026 – YEAR A  ORDINARY TIME: 17TH SUNDAY 

Masses at St Peter’s Church are also LIVE STREAMED via YouTube: https://youtube.com/@stpeterschurchscarborough 

Saturday 25 5.30pm St Edward’s     

Sunday 26 9.30am 

9.30am 

11.30am 

St Joseph’s World Day for  

St Peter’s (Polish)  grandparents 

St Peter’s and the elderly 

 

Monday  27 10am St Joseph’s     

Tuesday 28 5.30pm St Edward’s    

Wednesday 29 10am St Peter’s Ss Martha, Mary & Lazarus   

Thursday 30 10am St Joseph’s St Peter Chrysologus   

Friday 31  10am  St Peter’s St Ignatius of Loyola   

Saturday 1 10am St Peter’s  St Alphonsus Liguori   

MASS IN THE SYRO-MALABAR RITE celebrated monthly 9.30am on 4th Sunday of month at St Edward’s Church. 

CONFESSION TIMES Sat: 10.30am-11am at St Peter’s & 5-5.20pm at St Edward’s; Sun:  9-9.20am at St Joseph’s; & by request 

ADORATION OF BLESSED SACRAMENT weekdays 9.30-10am at St Peter’s, 1 hour before Mass at St 

Joseph’s, 5pm St Edward’s CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD (Children only) St Peter’s & St Joseph’s 

Sundays weekly; AUGUST PRAYER INTENTIONS OF THE HOLY FATHER that in large cities often marked 

by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to build 

community. DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Fridays before Mass. LEGION OF MARY Saturdays 11am in St Peter’s 

Parish Centre; STATIONS / SACRED HEART DEVOTION Fridays after Mass, alternating weekly 

RECENTLY DEAD Sherrylin Suba, James Murphy; ANNIV’S: Mavis Brown, Cliff Furness; MASS ATTENDANCE: 
Vigil: St Edward’s 81; Sunday: St Joseph’s 185; St Peter’s 181, Polish 55 (est); Total 502; OFFERINGS: Loose Plate: £752; 
Gift Aid Envelopes: £279; Av. Standing Orders: £1,030 (av.); Contactless £97; Polish: £30; Total £2,188. Thank you. 300 CLUB 
WINNERS: £25 No.112; £10 No.44 

ONLINE GIVING You can donate online at https://donate.mydona.com/scarborough-parishes or use the 
QR code (right) or by making a direct payment from your account: Parish bank account details: Barclays Bank 
Account No: 50003417, Sort Code: 20-56-90, Account name: Diocese of Middlesbrough. If you wish to Gift 
Aid your offerings, please sign a Gift Aid Form). Also, a CONTACTLESS MACHINE is in place in all our  
three churches near the entrance. Choose headings carefully when using. 

 

6TH WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS & THE ELDERLY is this Sunday – see Pope Leo’s full message on the front page. 

THE CHILDRENS CHOIR lead us in singing at 11.30am Mass today. Practice in church 10.30am ish. 

SUMMER FAYRE Indian food served by a professional chef and by the Kerala community: Sunday 2 Aug after 11.30am Mass 

in St Peter’s Church car park. Food £10 adult, £5 child. Tombola, cake & toy stalls, ice cream etc. Raffle prizes 1st=£100, 2nd=£50, 

3rd=25. Tickets from back of church: Book £5, single ticket £1. Put stubs in an envelope with payment and return. Tickets can also be 

paid for by contactless machine or via the online giving web page (see link above) - tell us if you pay this way so we can trace it. Write 

contact details on EVERY stub. Take some to sell. Proceeds to St Joseph’s heating & St Peter’s Restoration.  

PRIZES needed for Summer Fayre tombola (good quality only please). Also Bottle & Craft Stall. Leave in sacristy at any of our 

3 churches. Cakes for cake stall, plants for a plant stall, CDs and DVDs, & good quality items for white elephant stall. 

ST PETER’S CAR PARK to be closed on Sun 2 August for the Summer Fayer. Use St Peters Old School Car Park Auborough Street 

FINAL PLANNING MEETING to prepare for the Summer Fayre at 11am Wed 29 July in St Peter’s Parish Centre. Helpers needed 

68TH ANNUAL ASSUMPTION PILGRIMAGE to the Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Grace, Osmotherley: Sunday 16 

August. Rosary 2.30pm. Mass 3pm. A joint pilgrimage for the Middlesbrough and Leeds Dioceses. Bring packed lunch and a 

seat/blanket as seats are limited. It is about half a mile up the hill. A shuttle from the car park for the elderly & disabled 

FR ALBERT’S SILVER JUBILEE MASS OF THANKSGIVING 6pm on Tues 18 August at the Church of Our Lady & 

St Peter, Victoria Road, Bridlington YO15 2AT. All people very welcome to attend. Buffet in the parish hall after Mass 

INSPIRATION DAY for Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion & Ministers of the Word: Sat 19 Sept at The Spa, 

Scarborough. Registration 9.20am; ends 3pm approx after Mass. New Ministers of both ministries will be commissioned at this 

event also. All Ministers do their best to attend, especially new Ministers. The cost of £40 pp. will be covered by the parish, and 

includes refreshments and lunch. Add your name to list at back of church. Deadline for names Sunday 23 August.  

OUR LADY OF DONCASTER PILGRIMAGE Saturday 24 October with singer DANA as guest speaker. See the large poster. 

ST JOSEPH’S NEW INFRA RED HEATING SYSTEM It is hoped that the work to install will commence in early September. 

OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE A Private Members' Bill has been reintroduced to parliament seeking to legalise assisted suicide - 

the Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill. There will be a crucial vote on Friday 11 September. Contact your MP to make your 

voice heard to oppose this Bill. The charity Right to Life UK has a simple online mechanism to do this – go to righttolife.org.uk/r67c 

Also, detailed information leaflets on the issue and help contacting MPs are on order from SPUC. You can also find all this on the 

SPUC website at https://spuc.org.uk/campaign/assistedsuicideuk. This is a hugely important issue. Do give this much thought. 

SUNDAY SMILE: The more you weigh the harder you are to kidnap Stay safe eat cake 
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